MARYBOROUGH
Dalrymple. Macpherson in his eagerness to traduce Marl-
borough says that James's memorandum was written " upon
the receipt of the letter/' whereas the more cautious Dalrymple
only says that " Churchill had on the 4th May given him
information," etc., without specifying when the entry was
made. The Camaret Bay Letter could not, of course, have
been received by James on May 4. Sackville dated it " the
3rd May/' This is certainly the Old Style dating, because
Marlborough's alleged letter says, " Russell sails to-morrow/'
and we know that the fleet did in fact sail on the 5 th (Old Style),
the day after that to-morrow. Of course, it would have been
impossible in those days for any missive sent from London on
May 3 by other than State couriers to have reached Saint-
Germains before the yth or 8th, and even by them it could not
have been delivered before the 6th. This would assume the
couriers on both sides and the ship running in connexion,
and favourable weather. The 8th of May (Old Style) is the
18th of May (New Style). James, Nairne, Dicconson, and
the rest during their residence at Saint-Gcrmains invariably
used the New Style in vogue in France. There could, there-
fore, be no question of James having made this entry in
Dicconson's Life, even if it had been written, or on any other
document, upon receipt of the letter. If James ever made such
an entry it must have been upon some other occasion. Of
this there is no evidence or suggestion of evidence. And in
any case the entry would be wrong. May 4 was neither the
date on which the letter was said to have been written nor
that on which it could possibly have been received.
On the basis, therefore, (a) that no original of the Camaret
Bay Letter exists and (b) that the charge against Marlborough
rests solely upon Sackville decoded by Melfort, transcribed by
Nairne, let us address ourselves to the text of the letter itself.
The first point to notice is the interlineation after the third
line that the letter must be kept a secret " even from Lord
Middleton \meme du Comte de Middle ton] " This is not in
Nairne's handwriting, but in that of Melfort. The fact is
significant. This was above all others the moment when it
was vital for Lord Melfort to prove himself invaluable and
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